KLAMATH COUNTRY FLY CASTERS
DECEMBER 2020 NEWSLETTER

Historic deal revives plan for largest U.S.
dam demolition

By Gillian Flaccus
Nov. 26, 2020
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — An agreement announced Nov. 17 paves the way for the
largest dam demolition in U.S. history, a project that promises to reopen hundreds of miles
of waterway along the Oregon-California border to salmon that are critical to tribes but
have dwindled to almost nothing in recent years.
If approved, the deal would revive plans to remove four massive hydroelectric dams on
the lower Klamath River, creating the foundation for the most ambitious salmon
restoration effort in history.
The project on California’s second-largest river would be at the vanguard of a trend toward
dam demolitions in the United States as the structures age and become less economically
viable amid growing environmental concerns about the health of native fish.
Previous efforts to address problems in the Klamath Basin have fallen apart amid years
of legal sparring that generated distrust among tribes, fishing groups, farmers and
environmentalists.
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Opponents of dam removal worry about their property values and the loss of a water
source for fighting wildfires. Lawsuits challenging the agreement are possible.
“This dam removal is more than just a concrete project coming down. It’s a new day and
a new era,” Yurok Tribe chairman Joseph James said. “To me, this is who we are, to have
a free-flowing river just as those who have come before us. … Our way of life will thrive
with these dams being out.”
A half-dozen tribes across Oregon and California, fishing groups and environmentalists
had hoped to see demolition work begin as soon as 2022. But those plans stalled in July,
when U.S. regulators questioned whether the nonprofit entity formed to oversee the
project could adequately respond to any cost overruns or accidents.
The new plan makes Oregon and California equal partners in the demolition with the
nonprofit entity, called the Klamath River Renewal Corporation, and adds $45 million to
the project’s $450 million budget to ease those concerns.
Oregon, California and the utility PacifiCorp, which operates the hydroelectric dams and
is owned by billionaire Warren Buffett’s company Berkshire Hathaway, will each provide
one-third of the additional funds.
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission must approve the deal. If accepted, it would
allow PacifiCorp and Berkshire Hathaway to walk away from aging dams that are more
of an albatross than a profit-generator, while addressing regulators’ concerns. Oregon,
California and the nonprofit would jointly take over the hydroelectric license from
PacifiCorp while the nonprofit will oversee the work.
Buffett said the reworked deal solves a “very complex challenge.”
“I recognize the importance of Klamath dam removal and river restoration for tribal people
in the Klamath Basin,” Buffett said in a statement. “We appreciate and respect our tribal
partners for their collaboration in forging an agreement that delivers an exceptional
outcome for the river, as well as future generations.”
Removed would be the four southernmost dams in a string of six constructed in southern
Oregon and far northern California beginning in 1918.
They were built solely for power generation. They are not used for irrigation and not
managed for flood control. The lowest dam on the river, the Iron Gate, has no “fish ladder,”
or concrete chutes that fish can pass through.
That’s blocked hundreds of miles of potential fish habitat and spawning grounds, and fish
populations have dropped precipitously in recent years. Salmon are at the heart of the
culture, beliefs and diet of a half-dozen regional tribes, including the Yurok and Karuk —
both parties to the agreement — and they have suffered deeply from that loss.
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Coho salmon from the Klamath River are listed as threatened under federal and California
law, and their population in the river has fallen anywhere from 52% to 95%. Spring
chinook salmon, once the Klamath Basin’s largest run, has dwindled by 98%.
Fall chinook, the last to persist in any significant numbers, have been so meager in the
past few years that the Yurok canceled fishing for the first time in the tribe’s memory. In
2017, they bought fish at a grocery store for their annual salmon festival.
“It is bleak, but I want to have hope that with dam removal and with all the prayers that
we’ve been sending up all these years, salmon could come back. If we just give them a
chance, they will,” said Chook-Chook Hillman, a Karuk tribal member fighting for dam
removal. “If you provide a good place for salmon, they’ll always come home.”
PacifiCorp has been operating the dams under an extension of its expired hydroelectric
license for years. The license was originally granted before modern environmental laws
and renewing it would mean costly renovations to install fish ladders. The utility has said
energy generated by the dams no longer makes up a significant part of its portfolio.
In the original deal, PacifiCorp was to transfer its license and contribute $200 million to
bow out of the removal project and avoid further costs and liability. An additional $250
million comes from a voter-approved California water bond.
U.S. regulators, however, agreed only on the condition that PacifiCorp remain a colicensee along with the Klamath River Renewal Corporation — a nonstarter for the utility.
Residents have been caught in the middle. As tribes watched salmon dwindle, some
homeowners around a huge reservoir created by one of the dams slated for removal have
sued to stop the demolition.
They say their waterfront property values have already fallen by half because of news
coverage associated with demolition and they worry about losing a water source for
fighting wildfires in an increasingly fire-prone landscape. Many also oppose the use of
ratepayer funds for the project.
Some Oregon lawmakers said Nov. 17 that Gov. Kate Brown had violated her
constitutional authority by authorizing the deal without legislative or voter approval.
Further upstream, farmers who rely on two other dams are watching carefully. The
removal of the lower four dams won’t affect them directly, but they worry it could set a
precedent for dam removal on the Klamath.
More than 1,720 dams have been dismantled around the United States since 2012,
according to American Rivers, and 26 states undertook dam removal projects in 2019
alone. The Klamath River project would be the largest such project by far if it proceeds.
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[AP photos/Gillian Flaccus]
The Iron Gate Dam, powerhouse and spillway are on the lower Klamath River near Hornbrook,
California. A new agreement announced Nov. 17 promises to revive faltering plans to demolish
four massive hydroelectric dams on a river along the Oregon-California border to save imperiled
salmon by emptying giant reservoirs and reopening hundreds of miles of potential fish habitat
that’s been blocked for more than a century.
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The Klamath River is seen flowing across northern California from atop Cade Mountain in the
Klamath National Forest.
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A dam on the Lower Klamath River known as Copco 2 is seen near Hornbrook, California.
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Excess water spills over the top of a dam on the Lower Klamath River known as Copco 1 near
Hornbrook, California.
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CALENDAR
Dec 15 – Club Christmas Party
will not be held.
th

Jan 19th – Monthly Club Meeting if it
will be held. Watch for updates
Feb 16th – Monthly Club Meeting if it
will be held. Watch for updates
Mar 16th – Monthly Club Meeting if it
will be held. Watch for updates
Apr 20th – Monthly Club Meeting if it
will be held. Watch for updates
May 18th – Monthly Club Meeting if it
will be held. Watch for updates

OFFICERS AND BOARD
John Krueger
jk@timefliesoutfitters.com
President
Lois Krueger
lk.timefliesoutfitters@yahoo.com
Vice President/President Elect
Marie Ganong
http://mganong@aol.com
Treasurer
Carl Gurske
http://carlgurske@gmail.com
Secretary
Carol Ann Meadows
meadows.carolann@gmail.com
Past President
Peter Calvo
nogndr@petercalvo.com
Board Member
Jim Eiman
jieiman@gmail.com
Board Member
Bob Kingzett
bobk@wendtff.org
Board Member
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THE KCFC MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Klamath Country Fly Casters, out of a vital interest in the sport
of fly fishing, do hereby join to promote fly fishing as a method of
angling, to encourage youth to learn this method of angling, and to
promote and participate in meetings to educate all persons in the
many aspects of fly fishing as a sport. We agree to make every effort
to protect and improve fishing resources in our area by encouraging
the practice of catch and release fishing of wild, native fish and by
supporting fly fishing organizations in other areas in the overall quest
for improvement and perpetuity of fishing resources.

The members of the board of Klamath Country Fly Casters put forth
this statement:
"We invite people to become board members of the Klamath Country
Fly Casters who wish to promote a healthy and harmonious sense of
collegial spirit within the environmental milieu of our board. We on the
board, choose to care for the well-being of board members, Club
members, and for our fly-fishing community. We ask those who want
to be board members to practice positive intervention, to work
harmoniously with other board members, and to be willing to promote
well-being amongst fellow members of the Klamath Country Fly
Casters and our community."

COMMITTEES
Conservation: Vacant
Education: Greg Williams
Fly Tying: Ralph Carestia
Membership: Mark Kelley
Outings Coordinator: Kris Henry
Programs: Bob Kingzett
Social Events & Auction: Lois Krueger
Monthly Raffle: Marie Ganong
ORCFFI Club Representative, Newsletter Editor, Budget and
Communications: Dale Zemke

Regular KCFC meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month,
September through May, at the Waffle Hut 106 Main Street, Klamath
Falls. Dinner starts at 6:00 with the meeting beginning at 7:00. Board
members, please be there at 5:00.
The KCFC website is: www.klamathcountryflycasters.com

Kevin Westfall
kevincwestfall@gmail.com
Board Member
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE from John Krueger
December is upon us, I wish all KCFC members will in some way find happiness
during this holiday and religious season. We have a great group of members, we
must work together to keep our club on track. If you have any ideas please call
anyone on the board, we will act on all suggestions. I for one am tired of just sitting.
A trip to the Rogue River might be a thought, we can keep our distance too.
This whole year has been a challenge to all, no meetings or events to bring us
altogether, I hope in the next couple of months this will all change, I look forward
to seeing all at the Waffle Hut in the near future, in the meantime be safe. I am
still having fly tying classes on Tuesday. I can also have casting lesson or practice
on the lake if any member would like to attend. Call me for details.
As alway Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
All the best,
John Krueger
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MEMBER’S PHOTO GALLERY:
The finished project at the Williamson River Access Point in Chiloquin –
Photos by the Krugers
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MEMBER’S PHOTO GALLERY (Cont’d☺
When you are not allowed to float on the Upper
Williamson, you use your ingenuity to improve
access. Just ask John Hyde how to do it with flair.
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VOLUNTEERS ARE DESPERATELY NEEDED!
This year could have easily seen the Eggs
to Fry program’s cancellation in light of the
ever changing classroom situation as we
live in this pandemic. Dale Zemke has
queried the teachers, Library and YMCA
regarding their desire to do Eggs to Fry
this year. So far we have had 9 YES
responses, 8 teachers that want to do it
whether in the classroom or over the
internet to their students, and the South
Suburban Library.
It will take some creativity to figure out how to get the Eggs to the teachers
safely for all involved, but we already have at least 2 volunteers (Mary and
Greg Williams) to deliver eggs and we will continue to coordinate with
Jennifer Luke of ODF&W and Akimi King of the USF&W to get the eggs
from the Roaring River hatchery (in the Lebanon, OR area) to the classes
(wherever they are). The delivery of the Eggs is complicated by the loss of
the Klamath Hatchery Office and Hatch Building in the wildfire. But we will
figure it all out and make it a go. If the teachers can be this flexible and
dedicated, so can we.
It will take more than just 2 volunteers to be involved in this effort this year,
please contact our Eggs to Fry Coordinator, Dale Zemke, by emailing him at
dale_zemke@yahoo.com or TEXT him at (714) 349-5129 if you can help
deliver the trout eggs. We would hate to disappoint the teachers that are
having to cope with immeasurable difficulties and yet still want to take this
on for their students.
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ANNUAL CLUB DUES ARE WAY PAST DUE!
Following our KCFC bylaws, membership renewals and dues were due as of October
1st each year. As of November 1st, the membership fees were considered Past Due! As
of December 1st they are way past due!
In an era of ever-rising prices, our Club dues are still $35.00 per family! And, that
includes two adult voting members!
Please print and fill out this form and mail it with your check to:
Klamath Country Fly Casters
PO Box 324
Klamath Falls, Oregon 97601
First voting member:
Name:
______________________________________________________________________
Address:
______________________________________________________________________
Email:
______________________________________________________________________
Telephone:
______________________________________________________________________
Second voting member:
Name:
______________________________________________________________________
Address:
______________________________________________________________________
Email:
______________________________________________________________________
Telephone:
______________________________________________________________________
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Hooked on Fish by Dale Zemke
Crispy One-Pan Salmon With Creole Cream Sauce
from food52.com
Prep Time: 15 min
Cook Time: 25 min
Serves: Serves 4
Ingredients
1 3/4 tsp kosher salt
1 1/2 tsp paprika
1 tsp freshly ground black pepper
1 tsp onion powder
1 tsp garlic powder
1 tsp thyme powder
1/4 tsp cayenne pepper
4 (6-oz) salmon fillets
2 tbsp olive oil
1 red bell pepper, julienned
1 green bell pepper, julienned
1 yellow or orange bell pepper, julienned
1 1/2 cups Heavy Cream
2 tbsp unsalted butter
1 green onion stalk, chopped
Preparation Steps
1. In a small bowl, combine the salt, paprika, freshly ground black pepper, onion powder,
garlic powder, thyme powder, and cayenne pepper together to make the Creole
seasoning blend.
2. Pat the salmon fillets dry with a paper towel and season with 2 teaspoons of the
seasoning blend.
3. Heat a large skillet to medium-high and coat with the olive oil. Sear the salmon flesh
side down for 4 to 5 minutes or until crispy, and dark golden in color. Flip the salmon skinside down and sear an additional 4 minutes, and remove from heat. Set the salmon aside.
4. Reduce the skillet heat to medium. Add the bell peppers and sauté for 5 minutes or
until slightly softened. Add remaining seasoning blend to pepper mixtures and cook for
1 minute.
5. Pour in the heavy cream and bring the mixture to a simmer. Reduce the heat to low
and simmer for 8 to 10 minutes or until the cream mixture has thickened. Melt in the
butter and stir to combine. Add the salmon back to the skillet to simmer in the sauce for
3 to 5 minutes. Turn off the heat and finish with green onions.
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Fishing with Club Members:
If you decide to go fishing and would like some company, take some
club members fishing with you. Contact Kris Henry at 541-8808105 or http://kj9henry@gmail.com and give about 4 days’ notice of
the fishing event to provide time to get the word out. Leave Kris
your telephone number or email so that others can contact you
about going fishing with you. Kris will then see that the word of the
event gets out in a club-wide email to announce your invitation to
go fishing, and he will have those interested contact you directly.

Reminder - the following offer PAID MEMBERS of the
Klamath Country Fly Casters Club discounts when
making a purchase
Parker’s Rod & Gun Rack at 7364 S 6th St offers a 10% discount
on purchases when a current club membership card is presented
The Ledge at 369 S 6th St provides a 10% discount on purchases
when a current club membership card is presented.
Timeflies Outfitters at 541-539-1505 or jk@timefliesoutfitters.com
offers up to a 15% discount on fly tying materials & tools as well as
all fly fishing gear & flies, to current members of the Club.
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INDISPENSABLE FLIES, by Ralph Carestia
Gray Hackle Yellow (wet)

The Gray Hackle Yellow is a fly whose origins are concealed somewhere in the long history of flyfishing. It originated sometime in the 1700's. I suspect that it is simply a wet fly used as is an
effective searching pattern. Exactly what this fly suggests to trout is also open to question. I think
the fly resembles various emerging insects. In medium sizes it could represent an emerging
caddis pupa. In the larger sizes it could represent an emerging drake. On smaller hooks it fishes
well during hatches of PMD’s or midges in any weather.
I fish this fly on slow drifts in streams were the fly is swung up and across the stream and allowed
to drift with the current. Strikes will often occur during the beginning of the swing. Short, slow
strips give the fly the appearance of an emerging insect. On faster water, the cast will have to be
at an angle downstream. Constant mending will need to be used to slow the swing of the fly. Bring
the rod tip to the side rather than straight up when setting the hook.
The Grey Hackle Yellow was the fly my father liked the most. During the summer months, in the
streams and lakes in Southern Colorado, this fly accounted for numerous fine trout of all species,
especially Rainbow and Brook Trout. The old timers used wet flies in size #4 to #8. My early
experimentation lead me to believe that many of the local trout fed on smaller insects and
preferred smaller flies, therefore I began tying these on size 10 to 16. It’s an easy tie and it works
well, so tie up a dozen, give them a good test.
Materials:
Hook:
Thread:
Rib:
Tail:
Body:
Hackle:

Daiichi 1550 #12-18 Wet Fly Hook
Black 8/0
Fine Gold Wire
Red Hackle fibers
Yellow Floss
Grizzly Hen Hackle
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Instructions:
1) Start the yellow floss about one eye length behind the eye. This is your
marker for starting a neat tapered head. Wind the thread back to the bend
of the hook.

2) Select a dozen stiff red hackle fibers, measure them to one-shank-length
long and attach the fibers to the hook just above the barb. Use fewer fibers
on the smaller hooks.
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3) At this same point, tie in the gold wire, then wind the yellow floss forward
to near the front of the hook shank. Tie in the black thread at the front of
the fly. Wrap the yellow floss - clockwise around the thread and wind the
thread-herl forward in a smooth even method to the thread marker. Then tie
off the floss.

4) Counter wrap the wire forward to the marker and tie off the wire.
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5) Select a hackle feathers whose fiber length is 1 ½ ˝ times the gap. Prepare
the feathers and attach them to the hook with dull (undersides) facing
toward the back. Strip the fibers from the far side of the stem.

6) Wrap the thread forward to the head marker. Wind the hackle forward in
tightly spaced turns to that point, then tie it off and trim it.
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7) Form a neat tapered head, whip finish, and apply cement.

TOP VIEW

BOTTOM VIEW
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