
FEBRUARY 2021 NEWSLETTER 
 

 
 

KLAMATH COUNTRY FLY CASTERS 
 

 

Why Should I join a Fly Fishing Club? 
The COVID-19 impact on fly fishing clubs has been destructive at best. It is 
imperative that we try to build our membership back to a sustainable level. And in 
doing so we often have to answer many questions when talking to prospective 
members. 

The most frequent one is “Why should I join a fly fishing club?” You can answer 
“Join fly fishing clubs because it can offer Fly Tying Classes for both Beginners 
and Experts, Casting Instructions, Rod Building Classes, Fishing Outings or get-
togethers to meet new people to fish with. 

When I started fly fishing over 20 years ago I was glad there was a very active fly fishing 
club near me, the Fly Fishers Club of Orange County. It made it so much easier to learn 
how to do the basics.  Some of these things were hard to figure out but I got a lot of 
assistance from other members of the Club. 

When you join a fly fishing club here are just some of the things that you can learn. 

Where To Fish: 
The people that are in the club will be able to help you figure out some good places to 
fish. This can be a big help if you are new and just learning to fly fish.  

There are several things you will have to figure out or decide on. And the club resource 
can help you determine where are you going to be fishing. Things like small creeks and 
streams or bigger rivers, lakes, and reservoirs. 
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Fly Rods: 
Most fly fishing clubs will have some veterans of the sport that can help decide which rod 

to get. This is because it will depend on where you are going to be fishing, small or big 

water. 

The size of the rod will depend on where and what you will be fishing for. You don’t want 

to fish for panfish or small trout with an 8 or 10 weight rod. 

This would be like trying to use a sledgehammer to drive in finish nails in your door trim. 

So knowing what type of fish you are mainly going to fish for when you start is so 

important. 

This will make your fly fishing experience so much more pleasurable. Some of the fly 

fishing clubs may have rod building classes which you might enjoy. They can teach you 

how to build your own fly rods. 

Casting Instructions: 

Fly fishing clubs often have casting classes that can teach you the proper way to cast. 

This is also true of the many different types of casts that there are. 

Sometimes they will get together and one guy or gal will show you how to roll cast. 

Another one will show you how to cast so you can dry out your fly called false casting.  

Then one will show you how to do the standard cast. In a standard cast, the rod and fly 

line is lifted with smooth motion in an up-and-back direction. 

Some fly fishing clubs will even have casting classes for kids of the members.. 

Fly Tying Classes: 

Our club has a great many very talented fly tyers. And they are more than happy to help 
new tyers learn and gain skills. There is a group that meets weekly for the purpose of 

sharing and enhancing the various skills that make fly tying more than a skill – it becomes 

an art. If you have an interest in learning to tie fls, this alone is a good reason to join the 

club. 

Monthly Meetings: 

Our club has monthly meetings (Sept. thru May) where everyone can gather and share 

stories about their successes and experiences. These meetings can be a great stress 

relief for many people that still have to work. This is where the members can also plan 

out the outings and where they are going to be held. It is a great social gathering. 
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A highlight of the Monthly Meeting is the Guest Speaker that will impart information about 
fishing techniques and/or fishing locations. Usually there are great slide presentations 
that accompany these presentations. 

We also announce the trash pickup and conservation projects and where they will occur 
and the time and date. This is a very big concern of the club because of our declining 
fisheries and natural resources. Our Club has been recognized for its conservation and 
watershed restoration efforts in the past.  

I hate to admit it but some fishermen are nothing but pigs with no concern about anything 
but themselves.. 

Take a walk on the shore and the bank of a stream, lake or reservoir. You can usually 
find bait canisters, bottles, cans, monofilament line, candy wrappers, dirty diapers, and 
other garbage. 

This is why some people don’t allow fishermen to access the stream from their property. 
Then the people wonder why and call them inconsiderate well this is the reason. 

Club Fishing Outings: 
Most fly fishing clubs, depending on their location have several outings every year. Some 
of the outings are overnight ones where they camp as well as fish but most are just day 
trips. In some areas, this could almost be impossible because of the weather conditions.  

There are some clubs that have family outings and the family comes out and fish or they 
just camp out. In some families, not everyone is going to be interested in fishing, but there 
lots of other things to do. 

Outings provide for social bonding of members and also opportunities for learning from 
more experienced anglers. And it is a way to learn about locations to fish and how to fish 
it. The core purpose of the Fly Fishing Club should be to fish. Outings add to the benefit 
of club membership and is extremely important to membership growth and health 
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OFFICERS AND BOARD 

 
John Krueger 

jk@timefliesoutfitters.com 
President 

 
Lois Krueger 

lk.timefliesoutfitters@yahoo.com 
Vice President/President Elect 

 
Marie Ganong 

http://mganong@aol.com 
Treasurer 

 
Carl Gurske 

http://carlgurske@gmail.com 
Secretary 

 
Carol Ann Meadows 

meadows.carolann@gmail.com 
Past President 

 
Peter Calvo 

nogndr@petercalvo.com 
Board Member 

 
Jim Eiman 

jimeiman@gmail.com  
Board Member 

 
Bob Kingzett 

bobk@wendtff.org 
Board Member 

 
Kevin Westfall 

kevincwestfall@gmail.com 
Board Member 

 

THE KCFC MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We, the Klamath Country Fly Casters, out of a vital interest in the sport 
of fly fishing, do hereby join to promote fly fishing as a method of 
angling, to encourage youth to learn this method of angling, and to 
promote and participate in meetings to educate all persons in the 
many aspects of fly fishing as a sport. We agree to make every effort 
to protect and improve fishing resources in our area by encouraging 
the practice of catch and release fishing of wild, native fish and by 
supporting fly fishing organizations in other areas in the overall quest 
for improvement and perpetuity of fishing resources. 

The members of the board of Klamath Country Fly Casters put forth 
this statement: 
 
"We invite people to become board members of the Klamath Country 
Fly Casters who wish to promote a healthy and harmonious sense of 
collegial spirit within the environmental milieu of our board.  We on the 
board, choose to care for the well-being of board members, Club 
members, and for our fly-fishing community.  We ask those who want 
to be board members to practice positive intervention, to work 
harmoniously with other board members, and to be willing to promote 
well-being amongst fellow members of the Klamath Country Fly 
Casters and our community."  

 
Regular KCFC meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month, 
September through May, at the Waffle Hut 106 Main Street, Klamath 
Falls.  Dinner starts at 6:00 with the meeting beginning at 7:00.  Board 
members, please be there at 5:00. 
 
The KCFC website is: www.klamathcountryflycasters.com 

CALENDAR 
Feb 16th – Monthly Club Meeting will 
not be held. 

Mar 16th – Monthly Club Meeting if it 
will be held. Watch for updates 

Apr 20th – Monthly Club Meeting if it 
will be held. Watch for updates 

May 18th – Monthly Club Meeting if it 
will be held. Watch for updates 

 
 

COMMITTEES 
Conservation: Vacant 

Education: Greg Williams 
Fly Tying: Ralph Carestia 
Membership: Mark Kelley 

Outings Coordinator: Kris Henry 
Programs: Bob Kingzett 

Social Events & Auction: Lois Krueger 
Monthly Raffle: Marie Ganong 

ORCFFI Club Representative, Newsletter Editor, Budget and 
Communications: Dale Zemke 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE from John Krueger 
 
 
To all Klamath Country Fly Casters, I am exhausted of this COVID-19 
virus as I know each and every one of you are too.  I look forward to the 
Spring and hope the Covid-19 vaccine doses does what it is intended 
to do.  Now is a good time to start practicing casting to get ready for the 
spring season.  I have a lot of space over here and water to cast on.  
Please if you have some time give me a call and enjoy some distance 
conversation and a hot cup of brew. Be safe and have a great February, 
coffee is on. 
 
All the best, 
John Krueger  
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MEMBER’S PHOTO GALLERY: 
 
Caught by new member Jen Lovett (daughter of member Tom Essex) from California at 

4-Mile on Tom’s flies! 
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Submitted by Roger Smith: 

I had a chance to fish Klamath Lake with Greg Lipseia.  I got lucky and 
snapped this shot from my boat.  We were fishing off of Eagle Ridge in May 
and using  big leach patterns.  I recall Greg caught 4 and I caught 3. 
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Hooked on Fish by Dale Zemke 

Tuna Noodle Casserole With Cream Cheese  

Prep Time: 15 min Cook Time: 20 min Serves: 8  

Ingredients  

1 6.5 oz can(s) mushroom pieces  
2 cloves garlic, minced (1tsp) 
1 medium onion, diced 
1 medium green pepper, diced  
1 12 oz. pkg large no-yolk egg noodles 1/4 c butter 
1/4 cup all-purpose flour 
2 1/2 cups whole milk  
1 pkg cream cheese, 8 oz 
1 12 oz can tuna, packed in water  
1 15 oz can peas, drained  
1 tsp salt 
1 tsp pepper 
1 cup grated sharp cheddar cheese 
2 cup French's Crispy Fried Onions to sprinkle on top of casserole  
1/4 cup Parmesan cheese  

Preparation Steps 

1. Sauté mushrooms, garlic, onion and green peppers in a frying pan. Put aside.  
2. Cook the noodles in salted water; drain. 
3. Melt butter in a large fry pan or pot and blend in flour. Blend together 
4. Add milk slowly, cooking and stirring constantly. 
5. When sauce is thick and smooth, blend in cream cheese. 
6. Then add cooked noodles. 
7. Add the whole can of tuna with water. 
8. Add peas.  
9. Add peppers, onion and mushrooms combination, the salt and pepper. Mix together.  
10. Pour into a large 9 x 12 greased baking dish. 
11. Top with sharp cheese. 
12. Then sprinkle French onions and Parmesan cheese.  
13. Bake at 375 degrees for 20 minutes.  

Notes  

This homemade tuna casserole recipe was a big hit around the table! The addition of 
the cream cheese was just as delicious as you would imagine it to be... making this 
casserole extraordinarily rich and creamy; different from other tuna casseroles. This 
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dish is very comforting and filling. The french fried onions add a nice crunch that mix 
well with the other layers of the dish.  

Note: (Be sure to use good tuna). Also, make sure noodles are done before making the 
sauce. The sauce gets too thick if it sits while waiting for noodles to cook. Make sure the 
sauce is really creamy before baking, if not it will be too dry when it is baked. To make 
the sauce more creamy, add more milk to give it a good consistency.  
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INDISPENSABLE FLIES, by Ralph Carestia  
 

Birchell’s Hatching Midge 
 

 
 
Birchell’s hatching midge is a beautiful little emerging midge with a parachute wing, so 
you can see it amid the others. 
 
Midges are aquatic insects related to mosquitos and very in size from very small (size 22) 
to larger sizes (size 14). Often a midge hatch can be a prolific to the point when it's difficult 
to determine your fly from the rest on the water, especially in the Klamath basin. This 
midge fly pattern can solve the problem.  
 
Midges rise to the surface as pupae and struggle slowly through the surface film while the 
pupa's body dangles vertically below. This is the most common stage for trout to take, 
though the adults may be useful at times too. Midge pupae account for much of the 
mystifying midsummer spring creek action on evenings when no bugs seem to be in the 
air or on the water, yet trout are rising everywhere and ignoring one's flies.  

Despite the tiny size of Chironomidae midges, trout can be very selective to their size 
and color. Remember that a difference of a single hook size in the tiny sizes is a very 
large percentage difference and very noticeable by the trout. Netting some of the real 
insects before choosing a fly is surely a good idea, but it's easier said than done. 

 
 
Recipe: 

HOOK:   TMC 2488   Size #16 - # 20 
THREAD:   Black 70 Denier (match fly body color) 
WING:   Post White Calf Body hair 
TAIL:   Grey Z-lon for Black 
BODY:   Black Thread 
Rib:   Small Silver wire  
HACKLE:   Medium Dun 
Thorax:  Dun superfine Dubbing  

  WING:   Post White Calf Body hair 
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Instructions 
 

1. Attach the thread at the eye of the hook and wrap a smooth thread base to the 
midpoint on the hook. Return the thread to about the ¼ point from the eye. 

 

 
 

2. Cut, clean and stack a large clump of calf hair. Be sure to remove all the short 
fibers and stack the bunch into a nice even clump. Measure this clump of hair 
against the shank so it is about a shank length long. Tie the calf body hair and cut 
the butt ends from the calf hair at an angle and form a smooth thread base over 
the tapered butts.  

 

3. Tie in a sparse clump of grey Z-lon at the base of the wing and wrap back over it 
to the bend so it sticks out the back of the hook like a tail.  
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4. Tie in a small section of BR size silver wire extending off of the back of the hook 

shank to be used to rib the lower body of the fly later. Wrap the thread forward to 
just behind the calf hair wing creating a somewhat smooth tapered underbody. 
 

 
 
 
 

5. Wrap the Silver wire forward up the tapered body in the same direction that you 
wrapped the thread for the body. 
 

 
 
 

6. Select a medium dun saddle hackle that has barbs about equal to one and a half 
hook gaps. Peel the hackle fibers from the bottom of the feather, leaving the bare 
stem exposed for about half a hook shank length. Tie the feather in right behind 
the wing, by this bare stem, and wrap back over it tightly to the base of the wing. 
Wrap the thread around the wing post and the hackle stem from the base of the 
wing post up to the top of the wing post. 
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7. Apply a strand of dun superfine dubbing to the thread. Begin wrapping this dubbing 
immediately behind the hook eye, and wrap back, crossing to the backside of the 
wing, and building an elongated oval-shaped thorax.  
 

 
 
 
 

8. Grab the tip of the hackle feather with your hackle pliers and pull the feather out 
over the hook eye. You want to bend the feather over backwards so the inside of 
the feather will face up as you wrap. Wrap the feather from the top of the post to 
the bottom, one turn under the last for a total of about 5 turns and tie off.  

 

 
 
 

9. Whip-finish the thread by setting up the whip finisher and working the knot in 
around the hook shank but under the hackle fibers. 
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