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NEWSLETTER
“An Oregon Redneck Goes 

Fishing in Russia”

with John Hyde

Calendar 

November 19: KCFC meeting 
with John Hyde

November ??: Fly Tiers’ Round 
Table, date to be announced!

December 17: KCFC Christmas 
Party

January 21: KCFC meeting with 
local fly tying masters

A few months ago, John Hyde had the chance 
of a lifetime.  He flew almost halfway around 
the world to fish the Rynda River on Russia’s 
Kola Peninsula.

A f te r 
arriving at the lodge in 

Russia, he was helicoptered to a different 
section of the river each day.  He, his 
partner and their guide fished all day, hiking 
anywhere from two to ten miles, before 
being helicoptered back to the lodge for the 
night. Needless to say, he caught great fish 
and took great photographs!

Be sure to be at Elmer’s Restaurant on 
Tuesday, November 19th to hear the rest of 
John’s story!
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Board Member

THE KCFC MISSION STATEMENT

We, the Klamath Country Fly Casters, out of a vital interest in the sport 
of fly fishing, do hereby join to promote fly fishing as  a method of angling, 
to encourage youth to learn this  method of angling, and to promote and 
participate in meetings  to educate all persons  in the many aspects  of fly 
fishing as  a sport. We agree to make every effort to protect and improve 
fishing resources in our area by encouraging the practice of catch and 
release fishing of wild, native fish and by supporting fly fishing 
organizations in other areas in the overall quest for improvement and 
perpetuity of  fishing resources.

COMMITTEES
Conservation: Greg 
Bulkley
Education: Patrick 
Stroup
FFF Liaison: Dale 
Zemke
Fly Casting Events: 
John Hyde
Fly Tying: Ralph 
Carestia

Membership: Mark 
Kelley
Mentoring: Dave 
Biddison
Monthly Raffle: Peg 
Edwards
Newsletter: Carol Ann 
Meadows
Nominating: Dick 
Siemens

Outings: Jim Ricks
Programs: 
Social Events/Annual 
Auction: Lois Krueger

Regular KCFC meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month, September 
through May, at Elmer’s Restaurant, 3030 S. 6th Street, Klamath Falls.  
Dinner starts at 6:00 with the meeting  beginning  at 7:00.  Board members, 
please be there at 5:00.

NEW CLUB MEMBERS

We had a number of visitors at last month’s meeting, but as of this 
publication, we have no new members to report.

KCFC is a fun, dynamic organization with a lot to offer individuals 
within our community.  Invite a friend to come to a meeting with you!

mailto:kcflycasters@gmail.com
mailto:kcflycasters@gmail.com
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT, by Dale Zemke
It is time to start thinking about winter activities and holidays.  One 
of the first things that comes to my mind is the Club’s Christmas 
party.  Last year’s was so successful that we are going to do it again.  
Lois Krueger has lined up Elmer’s Prime Rib dinner in the banquet 
room again at about the same price as last year.  So we can look 
forward to a nice meal with friends, a gift exchange, and the 
opportunity to donate to a charity that supports our wounded 
veterans.  This year the Board has decided to match funds donated 
by the membership.  So for every dollar that you donate, the club 
will match it with a dollar, so be generous.

I know you are all tired of my banging the drum about having Club 
outings, but I will take the time to say that the winter is a good time 
to start planning an outing for this coming spring and summer.  It 
goes easier and is more successful if planned well in advance so that 
people can block it out on their calendars and so you can organize it 
at a more leisurely pace.  So please blow the dust off the Stream Keeper Guidelines I sent out, and think 
about someplace you like to go to fish that others may enjoy also.  Again, not your secret places, just places 
that everyone knows about and get a group of the club members going at the same time.  Bounce any 
thoughts you may have about a possible outing off of myself, Jim Ricks, or any other Board Member.

Brian O’Keefe’s seminar on photography went very well, and it got some of us thinking about the 
possibility of having seminars, during the 5:00-6:00 hour before the meetings, on other topics.  The first 
thing that I thought about was to do a series of seminars on fly fishing basics that would help out any 
members that are new, or relatively new, to the sport.  Topics such as “Gear Selection,” “Basic Knots,” 
“Various Riggings of Rods,” and “Reading Water” came to mind initially.  Part of the stimulus behind this 
are comments that Pat Stroup heard from people at the fly casting clinic last June.  People wanted to know 
how they could learn the basics of fly fishing now that they have had a chance to put their hands on a fly 
rod.  Seminars seem to be a natural extension of that activity and an opportunity for us to say, “Here is an 
application, join the Club and we have seminars for that purpose.”  I am hoping we can get our act together 
and have the first seminar at our January meeting; time will tell.  These seminars would not just be for 
beginners - rather it would work best if it is also an open forum for experienced members to share their 
knowledge with others that may not be so experienced.  Expect to see interest surveys coming your way on 
seminar topics and looking for individuals interested in helping as an instructor. We need and value your 
feedback, after all it is your Club and needs to meet your expectations.

We also need more volunteers for the P.L.A.Y. Outdoors event on Saturday, January 18, 2014.  This is a great 
opportunity to do something for the youth of the Klamath Basin and to have a heck of a lot of fun while 

doing it.  We appear to be fine for Fly Casting help, but definitely need 
more fly tying help.  We will be doing a simple Wooly Worm, nothing 
complicated, so you do not have to be all that experienced as a fly tyer.  
Ugly flies are acceptable in this event.  So Patrick Stroup will be sending 
the sign-up list around again at the upcoming meeting.  Please give us 
one day of your time for the youth we hope to interest in fly fishing.

Until I see you at the November meeting - “Tight Lines!”
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LINK RIVER FAIR, 2013
Last June, KCFC participated in an event designed to draw community attention to the Link River.  The 
event was well attended, and our Club volunteers handed out quite a few membership forms to folks who 
expressed interest in joining KCFC.  Sherry and David Biddison took these great photographs!

KCFC WEBSITE LAUNCHED

Dale Zemke has brought KCFC into the modern 
computer age by creating our very own website!  This 
w i l l be a wonder fu l too l for 
communicating within our Club and 
with the world beyond.  Bookmark 
the website so that you can visit it 
frequently!

www.klamathcountryflycasters.com

THANK YOU!

Thanksgiving time is here, and KCFC extends 
special gratitude to the local businesses 

that help us so much.  Mike from 
“the Ledge” and Dave from “Parker’s” 
have been consistently generous in 

their donations and discounts.  Be 
sure to visit their stores and 

while you are there, be sure 
to say, “Thanks!” 

http://www.klamathcountryflycasters.com
http://www.klamathcountryflycasters.com
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CONSERVATION REPORT, by Greg Bulkley
North Ditch Project: The work on the fish screen in North Ditch on the North Fork Sprague River by 
the USFWS will begin in December.  It is anticipated that our Club's contribution, the construction of a 
permanent fish passage at this diversion, will begin shortly thereafter.  The grant put together by the KCFC, 
and generously funded by our Club, the ORCFFF, the IFFF, and USFWS will pay for this construction 
work and Club volunteers will not be needed for this part of the project.  However, Club members are 
invited to come and watch the construction work we have funded, and I will announce those dates when 
they are set.  The need for Club volunteers to help with the planting of riparian shrubs and grasses will be in 
the spring.

Adopt a River Program: As I announced at last month's Club meeting, our proposal to the IFFF in West 
Yellowstone in September was quite enthusiastically received.  Consequently, the IFFF Conservation 
Committee has decided to look again at their entire conservation program.  I have been asked to serve on 
that Conservation Committee and will keep our Club members informed of its progress.  From a practical 
standpoint, this means that the immediate implementation of an adoption program will be necessarily 
delayed while this strategic planning process continues.  On the other hand, it means that everyone at the 
IFFF wants to take a hard look at the cost-effectiveness of their watershed conservation/restoration efforts.  
Since one of the greatest strengths of the proposed Adopt a River Program is its cost-effectiveness, this 
means that I remain (cautiously) optimistic that this program will eventually come into being.

FLY TIERS’ ROUND TABLE
John Krueger is beginning the KCFC Fly Tiers’ Round Table in November at the “Lakeshore Landing” in 
Moore Park.  This will be an informal, unstructured gathering where tiers of any experience level can get 
together for an evening of fun and camaraderie as well as learning and practicing.

Initially John will present and demonstrate tying a fly that will be usable in our local waters.  Folks 
attending the Round Table can tie along with him as he explains the steps.  In the future, other tiers might 
take the lead and present a fly that they enjoy tying.

The Round Table is meant to be a casual time of relaxed instruction and lots of conversation.  It is even 
rumored that there might be coffee and cookies!  Please bring your vice, if you have one, but John does 
have extras to share if you are just getting started.

If you are interested in the Round Table, is there a day of the month or time of day that might work better 
for you?  John would like to see if there is a day that works well for most folks.  The decision of date and 
time will be announced in an email to you all!

(In a related note, John ties flies at the Lakeshore Landing every Tuesday morning, beginning around 
10:00.  Feel free to drop in and tie with him or just swap fishing stories!)
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WIN A BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM GARY ANDERSON FLY ROD!
In celebration of our being designated the ORCFFF Club 
of the Year for 2013, the Klamath Country Fly Casters is 
holding a special raffle for a very special fly rod.  Gary 
Anderson has kindly offered to custom build the winner of 
the raffle a fly rod of his or her choice.  Gary's rods are great 
works o f a r t and samples can be v ie wed a t 
www.andersoncustomrods.com/rods.htm .  If you have never 
seen one of Gary's rods in person, one will be available at 
the next Club meeting.  The winner can choose any rod that 
Gary makes, including his high end Elite series.  These rods 
are crafted with the finest of materials and the most 
advanced rod blanks.  And while Gary is most known for his 
beautiful two handed Spey rods, he also makes wonderful single handed rods with Sage One blanks. The 
winner of the raffle may choose either style.  In addition, the winner's rod will be hand painted in beautiful 
calligraphy (by Gary’s wife) with the winner's name and the one-time designation:
 

(Winner's Name)
Klamath Country Fly Casters

2013 ORCFFF Club of the Year
 
This will make the rod a one-of-a-kind trophy and a true collector's item.  After Gary has built this special 
rod, it will not be possible to purchase a duplicate at any price.
 
This will be a progressive raffle, with each ticket selling for $10.00.  The raffle will end and the winner will 
be drawn at the next Club meeting after the KCFC has sold 100 tickets.  (Only 100 tickets will be sold.)    
Although Gary is being quite generous for the sake of our worthy conservation and education efforts, there 
is still a substantial cost to the KCFC, which, along with our need to support these programs, has 
determined the number of tickets we need to sell for this program to work for everyone.

Tickets will go on sale at the November Club meeting.

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!
KCFC’s annual Christmas Party will be December 17th at 6:00 p.m. at Elmer's where our usual monthly 
meetings are held. The menu will be prime rib au jus and creamy horseradish, accompanied by potatoes, 

winter vegetables, and a mixed green salad. Soda and iced tea will also be provided. 
The cost will be $15 per person.  We will need a confirmed RSVP count by 
December 10th so if you are plan to attend, please contact Lois Krueger by phone at 
541-539-1555 or email lk@timefliesoutfitters.com .

We will have a gift exchange that evening, so if you are a man, please bring gift for a 
man and ladies, please a bring gift for another lady!  We suggest a limit of $10.00 for 
these gifts.  There also will be a table set up for donations for Project Healing 
Waters.  This year the Club will match the total donated up to $500, so let's 
remember our heroes this holiday season!

http://www.andersoncustomrods.com/rods.htm
http://www.andersoncustomrods.com/rods.htm
mailto:lk@timefliesoutfitters.com
mailto:lk@timefliesoutfitters.com
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This is membership renewal time of the year!

Membership renewals
are overdue as of November 1, 2013

Mark Kelley will be at the door at the November 19th meeting 
to receive membership renewals.  Please print and fill this out 
and give it to Mark with your payment.  Or mail this form and 
your check to KCFC, P.O. Box 324, Klamath Falls, OR 97601. 
Dues are still $35.00 per family.  Two adult voting members. 
Thank you!
International Federation of Fly Fishers Member:  Yes:_______  No:_______

Name:______________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________

Email:_______________________________________________________

Telephone:___________________________________________________

International Federation of Fly Fishers Member:  Yes:_______  No:_______

Name:______________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________

 Email:______________________________________________________

Telephone:___________________________________________________
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If you have not filled out this form previously, please do 
so now and either mail it to the PO Box 324 or give it to 

Mark Kelley at the November Meeting.

Input Form for Club Membership Directory

Provide your name.  All members will be listed, by name, in the Members 
Directory.  Only provide any other information that you want to have published in 
the Members Directory - that information, and only that information, will be 
included in the Members Directory

Name: _________________________________________________

Optional Information:

Address:________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________

Email Address:___________________________________________

Telephone number(s):

 Home:_____________________________________________

 Cell Phone:_________________________________________

 Other:_____________________________________________

Return to Mark Kelly or mail to KCFC, PO Box 324, Klamath Falls, OR 97601
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INDISPENSABLE FLIES, by Ralph Carestia

Banksia Bug (caddis larva)

This fly imitates the free-living caddis larva that is 
found in trout streams all over the West.  It is a very 
productive fly, probably because of the particular 
caddis larva it represents.  However, I have found this 
pattern to work well in rivers with an abundance of 
small to medium-size stonefly nymphs…leading me 
to believe that the fly is suggestive enough to be 
mistaken for any number of long-bodied aquatic 
insects.

Recipe:
! Hook:! ! TMC 200R 
! Thread:! Lt. Cahill and Olive 
! Bead:! ! Black tungsten
! Rib:! ! X-Small black UTC and Small olive UTC
! Body:! ! Lt. Cahill and Olive tying thread
! Body:! ! Loon UV Knot Sense 
! Legs:! ! Gadwall
! Thorax:! Dk. grey ostrich herl and SLF dubbing hellgramite

Tying Instructions:

Put appropriate sized black tungsten bead on TMC 200R hook (size 7/64 
bead on #14 hook).

Using Lt. Cahill 3/0 Uni-Thread tie in both BR black Ultra Wire and Small 
olive Ultra Wire.  Apply small amount of head cement to the wires to keep 
the wire together.

Build a fat butt of the abdomen with the Lt. Cahill thread, then tie off and 
trim. Switch to olive thread and continue building up the tapered abdomen, 
leaving a small amount of the light yellow butt exposed.  Wrap the dual 
wires forward and tie off behind the black bead.  Trim both thread and wire.
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Coat entire abdomen with Loon UV Knot Sense and set using UV light. 
This will immediately harden, but may have a slightly matte finish, so coat 
with thin layer of head cement.

Tie on legs using 3 or 4 fibers of Gadwall 
flank feather on either side.

Tie in some exceptionally bushy, dark grey ostrich herl and wrap forward.

Create small dubbing rope using SLF 
Hellgrammite dubbing.

Wrap dubbing rope up to the black bead, whip finish and clip the thread.  Apply small amount of head 
cement over knot.



Klamath Country Fly Casters
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