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Hi KCFC,

Another month has just zoomed by us….February was a busy 
month with our table at The Winter Wings Festival. We had John 
Krueger leading the crew with Harry & Mary Craggs, Greg Wil-
liams and Jim Harmon’s help. Afterwards we went to Sidelines 
Pizza and shared some great pizza & beer and good laughs. 

Marshal, even brought a school bus full out to the ranch to explore 
and take photos. 

March brings us The Fly Tying Expo up in Albany, (10th & 11th) 
which is another great event shared with fellow tyer friends Hoping 
to catch up with Dick and Louise and see how they are adjusting 
to their move. So far there are 10 of us for dinner Thursday and 
Friday. Let me know if you would like to join if you haven’t already 
reached out. 

See you soon and stay warm, looks like a week full of snow is coming our way. 

Lois Krueger 
your KCFC President

President’s Message

KLAMATH COUNTRY
FLY CASTERS
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Klamath Country Fly Casters 
Officers and Committees

kcflycasters@gmail.com
https://www.klamathcountryflycasters.com/

President:     Lois Krueger, lk.timefliesoutfitters@yahoo.com

Vice President/President Elect: Peter Calvo, nogndr@petercalvo.com

Treasurer:    Marie Ganong, mganong@aol.com

Secretary:    Carl Gurske, carlgurske@gmail.com

Past President:   John Krueger, jk@timefliesoutfitters.com

Board Member:   Jim Eiman, jimeiman@pm.me

Board Member:   Bob Kingzett, bobk@wendtff.org

Board Member:   Kevin Westfall, kevincwestfall@gmail.com 

Board Member:   Greg Williams, greg.williams@charter.net

EXECUTIVE
BOARD

COMMITEE
CHAIRPERSONS

Conservation:    Vacant 

Education:     Greg Williams, greg.williams@charter.net 

Fly Tying:     Ralph Carestia, ralph.carestia@yahoo.com 

Membership:    Mark Kelley, kelleyme6@aol.com

Outings Coordinator:   Vacant

Programs Coordinator:   Bob Kingzett, bobk@wendtff.org

Social Events & Auction:   Lois Krueger, lk.timefliesoutfitters@yahoo.com 

Monthly Raffle:    Marie Ganong, mganong@aol.com

ORCFFI Club Representative, 
Newsletter Editor, Budget and  Dale Zemke, dale_zemke@yahoo.com
Communications: 
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THE KCFC MISSION STATEMENT:

We, the Klamath Country Fly Casters, out of a vital interest in the sport of fly fishing, 
do hereby join to promote fly fishing as a method of angling, to encourage youth to 
learn this method of angling, and to promote and participate in meetings to educate all 
persons in the many aspects of fly fishing as a sport. We agree to make every effort to 
protect and improve fishing resources in our area by encouraging the practice of catch 
and release fishing of wild, native fish and by supporting fly fishing organizations in 
other areas in the overall quest for improvement and perpetuity of fishing resources.

The members of the board of Klamath Country Fly Casters put forth this statement:

“We invite people to become board members of the Klamath Country Fly Casters 
who wish to promote a healthy and harmonious sense of collegial spirit within the 
environmental milieu of our board. We onthe board, choose to care for the well-
being of board members, Club members, and for our fly-fishing community. We ask 
those who want to be board members to practice positive intervention, to work 
harmoniously with other board members, and to be willing to promote well-being 
amongst fellow members of the Klamath Country Fly Casters and our community.”

ABOUT THE KLAMATH COUNTRY FLY CASTERS

Club Meetings:

Klamath Country Fly Casters meetings are currently being held on the 2nd Tuesday
of the month, September Thru May at 6:00 PM, in the Banquet Room of the Waffle Hut 
at 106 Main Street Klamath Falls, OR

Membership dues are $35.00 per family per year. The membership year is October 
thru September.

Contact us at kcflycasters@gmail.com for additional information
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CALENDAR

DATE EVENT SPEAKER 
OR HOST LOCATION

March 14, 2023
6:00 PM

Monthly Club 
Meeting

Jay Williams 
Kayaking from 
Kimbol  Park to 

the Ocean

Waffle Hut 
Restaurant

April 11, 2023
6:00 PM

Monthly Club 
Meeting Rick Hafele Waffle Hut 

Restaurant

May 9, 2023
6:00 PM

Monthly Club 
Meeting And 

Election of new 
Club Officers and 
Board of Directors

Bill Tinniswood 
- Where to fish 

and where to not 
bother

Waffle Hut 
Restaurant

June ??, 2023 Annual Casting 
Clinic

To Be 
Determined Moore Park
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March’s Meeting Program

300 Miles by 
Kayak 

Wood River 
to the 

Pacific Ocean
In spring of 2022 Jay Williams 
paddled his kayak from the 
head waters of the Klamath 
River to the ocean.  

Raised in Klamath Falls by par-
ents (and Club members) Greg 
and Karen Williams, Jay spent 
much of his youth exploring 
the Klamath Basin’s waterways 
fishing, swimming, camping 
and boating. He graduated from 
Klamath Union High School in 1996 before attending the University of Oregon. Earning undergradu-
ate and graduate degrees in human physiology. 

Along the way he met his wife Sarah Williams, with whom he served two years in the Peace Corps 
as community health volunteers in Central Asia. Upon completion of service they returned home to 
Oregon to pursue medical degrees from Oregon Health Science University. Jay completed his training 
at UC Davis, specializing in Emergency Medicine while Sarah specialized in Family Practice.

When a little girl named Ruby came along, the decision was clear to move home, back to Klamath 
to establish their medical careers and raise another generation in the great Klamath Basin. Baby girl 
‘Daisy’ was born, completing their family along with several dogs and cats. 

When relocating, they seized the opportunity to live along upper Klamath Lake, enjoying all the lake 
has to offer in terms of scenery, wildlife, and adventure.  

After years of contemplation and months of planning, Jay embarked on this 300 mile kayak expedi-
tion from the tranquil headwaters of the Wood River, across Agency and Klamath Lakes, around the 
6 impoundments, and down the mostly serene sometimes treacherous Klamath River to the Pacific 
Ocean at Requa, California.  Along the way he met bear, black tailed deer, river otters, turtles, birds 
and countless other species who make their home in and around the river. 

Join us for a presentation of what it is like to navigate our local waters by kayak.
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Winter Wings Festival
 Fly Tying Event

America’s Oldest West Coast Birding Festival celebrates the return of Bald Eagles and waterfowl 
on the Pacific Flyway to the Klamath Basin, The weekend of Feb 17th-20th was the 43rd anniver-
sary of the Festival!

Winter birds at their finest! Winter Wings brings together birders and photographers of all stripes 
to learn and explore with top notch professionals and experienced local guides. The Klamath Ba-
sin is renowned for its massive wintering population of Bald Eagles, but is prime habitat for many 
other raptors, as well as a stunning abundance and diversity of waterfowl.

The Klamath Country Fly Casters participates in the Children’s Venue by demonstrating and 
teaching Fly Tying on the  Saturday of the Festival. It is estimated they reached over 350 visitors.
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John Krueger’s Weekly Fly Tying Gatherings:

Each Tuesday, 10:00 AM -12:00 PM, unless otherwise noted.  Please call John at 541-
539-1505 if you’re planning to attend. Class is usually  8-10 people. Equipment provid-
ed if needed….donations for materials are always welcome.
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KCFC Membership Application
Following our KCFC bylaws, membership renewals and dues were due as of October
1st each year. As of November 1st, the membership fees were considered Past Due!

In an era of ever-rising prices, our Club dues are still $35.00 per family! And, that includes
two adult voting members!

Please print and fill out this form and mail it to:

Klamath Country Fly Casters
PO Box 324

Klamath Falls, Oregon 97601
First voting member:

Name:________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________________________________

Telephone:____________________________________________________________

Second voting member:

Name:________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________

Email:________________________________________________________________

Telephone:____________________________________________________________
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INDESPENSIBLE FLIES
By Ralph Carestia

Skiddish Smolt

The Skiddish Smolt was created by Guide Jeff Hickman. The Skiddish Smolt was originally de-
signed as an Alaskan smolt, used to catch large Rainbows, but it has found much favor on many 
trout waters and has been a big producer on the Lakes and Rivers in the west for several years now. 
It really shines when cast and stripped or swung for all Trout, Bass, Salmon and even (Larger size 
fly) Coho and Sea Run Cutthroat of the Pacific Northwest. You can adjust the color scheme to suit 
your needs, but the keys are the heavy cone head with lots of flash. This is a great streamer when 
fish are aggressively feeding on smaller fish. Since I started fishing various variations of this fly and 
really like it. I originally began tying this fly up as a natural thread fin shad pattern for bass in the 
natural/shad color. I have done very well with it when the fish are in the mood to chase minnows. 
The flash and motion and certainly the right color work, as well as the minnow action of this fly.

Recipe:

Hook:   Size #4 to #12  3X long shank - 1X Strong (Daiichi #2460) 
Head:   Tungsten Silver or Gold Cone (Sized to hook - small for #8 & #10)
Thread:  White 6/0 Uni-Thread
Over Wing:  Off white Ostrich Herl (Grey, Tan, Brown, Olive, etc.)
Under Body Mylar Silver Tinsel 
Body: Med. Red Vinyl Rib (various colors)
Bottom Wing: Pearl Crystal flash with Pearl Mirage Flashabou 
Under Wings: Holographic Silver or Gold Flashabou 
Collar:  Pearl UV Ice Dub (Other UV Ice Dub)
Cement:  Loon Water based head cement (thinned)
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Skiddish Smolt

STEP 1
Slide a size small cone on to your 3X long hook. 
Take several wraps of non-tox lead wire. Jam it 
in the backside of the cone so the cone sits 
symmetric on the hook.

STEP 2
Start the thread behind the wire and wrap a nice 
taper into the back of the wire. Tie in a piece of 
mylar silver tinsel and wrap to the bend of the 
hook.

Instructions:

STEP 3
Tie in a piece of small Red Vinyl Rib and wrap 
the thread forward to a point in front of hook just 
behind the wire on the hook.
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STEP 4
Spiral wrap the silver mylar forward in smooth 
even turns to the front of the hook. Tie off and trim 
the excess

Skiddish Smolt

STEP 5
Wrap the Red Vinyl Rib forward in smooth even 
turns to the front of the hook. Tie off and trim the 
excess.

STEP 6
On the bottom side of the hook tie in a small bunch 
of Pearl Crystal flash with two strand of Pearl Mi-
rage Flashabou on each side.
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Skiddish Smolt

STEP 7
Dub your thread with Pearl Ice dubbing. Wrap all 
the way under the cone. This will become the first 
layer of collar for the fly.

STEP 8
Tie in Holographic Silver Flashabou for the under-
wing of the fly. Pull back on each side of the hook 
cover with thread. Dub your thread with Pearl Ice 
dubbing. This will become the second layer of col-
lar for the fly.
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Skiddish Smolt

STEP 9
Measure a clump of ostrich herl, the tips even 
should be even with the silver holographic Flash-
abou. Tie the Ostrich herl on the top of the fly for 
the over wing. Trim the excess. Dub your thread 
with Pearl Ice dubbing and wrap forward under 
the cone. This will become the final layer of collar 
for the fly.

Top View

Bottom  View




