
MARCH 2020 NEWSLETTER 
 

 
 

KLAMATH COUNTRY FLY CASTERS 

 
Fisheries of Klamath and 

Lake Counties 
with Bill Tinniswood 

 
Get ready for KCFC’s most well-

attended program of the year! On 

March 17th, we will be treated again 

to Bill Tinniswood’s annual talk on 

the fishing opportunities in Klamath 

and Lake Counties at our meeting 

location at the Waffle Hut, 106 Main 

Street. 

As a fish biologist with ODF&W, Bill 

has the inside scoop on which 

streams and lakes are set to fish well this year, and which might not be. 

Bill welcomes your questions, and is always gracious about answering them. 

Be sure to bring your notepad and pen for taking notes; he will flood you with 
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THE KCFC MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We, the Klamath Country Fly Casters, out of a vital interest in the sport 
of fly fishing, do hereby join to promote fly fishing as a method of 
angling, to encourage youth to learn this method of angling, and to 
promote and participate in meetings to educate all persons in the 
many aspects of fly fishing as a sport. We agree to make every effort 
to protect and improve fishing resources in our area by encouraging 
the practice of catch and release fishing of wild, native fish and by 
supporting fly fishing organizations in other areas in the overall quest 
for improvement and perpetuity of fishing resources. 

The members of the board of Klamath Country Fly Casters put forth 
this statement: 
 
"We invite people to become board members of the Klamath Country 
Fly Casters who wish to promote a healthy and harmonious sense of 
collegial spirit within the environmental milieu of our board.  We on 
the board, choose to care for the well-being of board members, Club 
members, and for our fly-fishing community.  We ask those who want 
to be board members to practice positive intervention, to work 
harmoniously with other board members, and to be willing to promote 
well-being amongst fellow members of the Klamath Country Fly 
Casters and our community."  

 
Regular KCFC meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month, 
September through May, at the Waffle Hut 106 Main Street, Klamath 
Falls.  Dinner starts at 6:00 with the meeting beginning at 7:00.  Board 
members, please be there at 5:00. 
 
The KCFC website is: www.klamathcountryflycasters.com 

CALENDAR 
Mar. 17th - Club Meeting - 
Presentation by Bill Tinniswood 

April 21st - Club Meeting - 
Presentation by Rick Hafele 

May 19th - Annual Club Fundraiser 
Auction - Running Y Ranch Resort 

June 6th - Annual Club Fly Casting 
Clinic at Moore Park 

Aug 30th - Annual Club BBQ at 
Yamsi Ranch 

Sept 15th - Club Meeting - 
Presentation TBD 

COMMITTEES 
Conservation: Vacant 

Education: Greg Williams 
Fly Tying: Ralph Carestia 
Membership: Mark Kelley 

Outings Coordinator: Kris Henry 
Programs: Bob Kingzett 

Social Events & Auction: Lois Krueger 
Monthly Raffle: Marie Ganong 

ORCFFI Club Representative, Newsletter Editor, Budget and 
Communications: Dale Zemke 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE from John Krueger 
 
Fly rods for the Klamath area: this month’s message: Let’s talk about fly rods: 
 
Which fly rod should I buy for fishing the Klamath area? If it were me.... I 
would buy them all. This poses a problem as I can only use one at a time. 
The choices are endless. let’s break it down to a few basics.  Fly rods break 
down into two basic criteria, weight and length. Let’s just stay with these two 
elements for now. Fly rods in different weights, this is not the weight of the 
rod but the weight of the fly line that matches the rod. Fly rods come in 
weights from 0 weight all the way up to 14 weight. The most common size 
rod for the Klamath area is going to be a 5 or 6 weight rod. This would be an 
all-round choice. These rods handle small fish and up 30 inch plus trout. I 
like using a 5-wt. 9’ fly rod for this area. Please note that I will use a 5-wt. fly 
rod with 6-wt. line. There are two basic reason for this choice. The fly rod will 
load better, but most important I can retrieve the trout quickly without 
fatiguing it and putting too much stress on the trout during the summer 
months. I use other weight fly rods, but a 5 and 6 weight 9’ rod is my go to 
for the Klamath area. If you have questions, please do not hesitate to call me 
or any other member of the fly club for help.  
 
Please note, John Hyde is a certified casting instructor and a great source of 
information. He is an exception, one who can cast with any combination of 
line and rod weight and make it look easy.  
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KCFC SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENT 

 
 
The Klamath Country Fly Casters 
Scholarship was awarded this past 
fall to Oregon Tech student Hanna 
Wolf, Class of 2021.  A junior, Hanna 
came to OIT 2 years ago with almost 
a year of college credits she 
accumulated while still in high school. 
 
With a passion for science and math and an interest in the environment, 
this over-achiever is pursuing a dual major in Renewable Energy 
Engineering and Environmental Studies, plus she is also minoring in math 
and chemistry.  And with a desire to graduate without any student debt, 
she works almost full-time while taking 18-21 credits every term. 
 
In her thank you letter to the Club, she expresses “the highest level of 
gratitude for the generous gift.”  And she goes on to say, “Without this 
scholarship my devotion to school would be compromised by working 
more hours.  For this I am endlessly thankful.  I promise to put your money 
to good use by studying hard and spending my time at OIT wisely to gain 
the most of what I can out of this experience.” 
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While Getting Your 
Gear Ready for a 
New Season Start 

Planning and 
Organizing Club 

Outings:  
 

 
 

Kris Henry, Outings Chairman, can be reached at  
541-880-8105 or kj9henry@gmail.com 

 
As John said, it is time to get your gear ready for the upcoming fishing 
season. It is also a great time to plan and schedule outings for the Spring 
and Summer months. The more lead time, the easier to plan and advertise 
the outing for potential participants. You need to pick a place, get some 
information about what is needed to fish that place, and give the 
membership a chance of going with you. Contact Kris Henry to get the 
outing scheduled and if you feel a need for assistance, Kris and others will 
be glad to give some advice and help. Step up and commit to the club to 
go fishing – that is all you are doing, going fishing! It is that simple! If 
you only want to provide a suggestion of a place for an outing, contact 
Kris Henry, your Outings Chairman, and put forward your suggestion. 
Outings are fun and a good way to get to know other members.  
 
Watch the Newsletter and the Klamath Country Flycasters web site 
https://www.klamathcountryflycasters.com/ for updates and additional 
information and watch for outings signup sheets for future outings 
that are circulated at meetings. 
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It’s that time again and the KCFC 

Annual Auction is set for Tuesday May 

19th.  I’m looking for items that can be 

donated for use in the silent and live 

auctions. Monetary donations are also 

welcome to help purchase items if 

needed.  

Remember this is the only function we 

do to raise funds for guest speakers, 

conservation, education and 

restoration of our local fly fishing waters.  

As always, volunteers to help with the process of making this Auction a 

success are always welcome. This is not something that takes a couple 

weeks to accomplish. We work on this event throughout the entire year. If 

you’re out at your favorite restaurant, store or traveling somewhere and see 

a really cool item, consider asking for a donation. It’s tax deductible too.  

If you have any questions and/or suggestions, please give me a call at  541-

539-1555 or email me at: loislanehair67@gmail.com 

We have lots of fun getting together and organizing the auction, so come on 

out and help get involved.  
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Fishing with Club Members: 

If you decide to go fishing and would like some company, take some 
club members fishing with you.  Contact Kris Henry at 541-880-8105 
or http://kj9henry@gmail.com and give about 4 days’ notice of the 
fishing event to provide time to get the word out.  Leave Kris your 
telephone number or email so that others can contact you about 
going fishing with you.  Kris will then see that the word of the event 
gets out in a club-wide email to announce your invitation to go fishing, 
and he will have those interested contact you directly. 

Reminder - the following offer PAID MEMBERS of the 
Klamath Country Fly Casters Club discounts when 

making a purchase 

Parker’s Rod & Gun Rack at 7364 S 6th St offers a 10% discount on 
purchases when a current club membership card is presented 

The Ledge at 369 S 6th St provides a 10% discount on purchases 
when a current club membership card is presented. 

Timeflies Outfitters at 541-539-1505 or jk@timefliesoutfitters.com 
offers up to a 15% discount on fly tying materials & tools as well as 
all fly fishing gear & flies, to current members of the Club.  



 

 9 

KLAMATH COUNTRY FLY CASTERS NEWSLETTER                  MARCH 2020 

Hooked on Fish by Dale Zemke 

Simple Baked Cod with Tomatoes 
 
Prep Time: 10 minutes     Cook Time: 15 minutes      Total Time: 25 minutes 
 
Servings:  4 
 
Ingredients: 

 

3 tablespoons olive oil 
2 cups cherry or grape tomatoes 
1 1/4 lb. cod fillets 4-6 pieces (1-inch-thick or more) see notes 
salt, pepper and chili flakes to taste 
1 lemon – zest (set aside) and slices 
3 garlic cloves rough chopped 
1/4 cup torn basil leaves 
 

Instructions: 
 

Preheat oven to 400 Degrees 
 
Pour the olive oil in a 9 x13 inch baking dish. Scatter the garlic cloves. Add the tomatoes 
and lemon slices and toss. Scoot to one side. 

 
Pat the fish dry and place in the baking dish, and using tongs, turn to coat each side of the 
fish with oil. Spread out the tomato garlic mixture and nestle in the fish. Tomatoes on the 
sides, lemons underneath. Season all generously with salt, pepper and chili flakes. 
 
Bake for ten minutes. Give the pan a good shake, jostling the tomatoes a bit. Scatter with 
lemon zest. Bake 5 more minutes or until fish is cooked to your liking. 
 
Leftovers taste great for up to 3 days. 
 

Notes: 

Serve with wild rice, brown rice, cauliflower rice, or quinoa 
 
Feel free to sub other fish for this recipe - just make sure it is at least one inch thick to ensure 
even cooking times with the tomatoes. 
 
Nutrition:  Calories 208, Total Fat 11.3g, Saturated Fat 1.6g, Cholesterol 66.6g, 
Sodium 725g, Total Carbs 4.5g, Dietary Fiber 1.3g, Sugars 2.5g, Protein 22.6 
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TYING TUESDAYS: 
 
Anyone interested in learning how to tie flies? or wants to come share one 

of your favorite fly patterns with us, come on out to the Krueger’s on Tuesday 

mornings from 10-12 PM - Located at 2880 Lakeshore Drive here in Klamath 

Falls. We tie just about every Tuesday unless you receive an email saying 

otherwise. It’s a lot of fun and free of charge .... all we ask for is a small 

donation to cover the cost of materials, coffee and goodies. If you don’t have 

a tying vise, no problem we have extra! If you’d like to be added to our email 

let me know and we will make sure you get the info. If you have any 

questions, please give me a call at 541-539-1555 or email me at: 

loislanehair67@gmail.com    
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INDISPENSABLE FLIES, by Ralph Carestia  
BH Wire Body Pheasant Tail Nymph 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Olive                              Copper 
 
Indeed, one of fly fishing's most versatile and all-around productive patterns, the BH Wire 
Body Pheasant Tail Nymph is great for searching out brook, brown, and rainbow trout alike. 
The BH Wire Body Pheasant Tail is a simple fly to tie, and one that can be easily adapted at 
the vise to whatever size or color a tying angler chooses.  
 
The bead, slim profile and pheasant tail is just a few of these features; but the real strength 
for this fly comes from its weight. To make the fly sink faster, I wrapped Non-Toxic Solder 
wire on the hook under the tungsten bead and into the thorax. I chose the tungsten bead, 
Non-Toxic Solder, wire abdomen, and slim profile to achieve as fast of a sink rate as possible. 
I added a tapered thread underbody so the abdomen had a nice taper when the wire is 
wrapped over it. I use pheasant tail tips to create the legs.   
 
The extraordinarily deadly BH Wire Body Pheasant Tail loosely impersonates the many 
various swimmer, crawler, and clinger-type mayfly nymphs upon which trout in most any 
healthy river, stream, pond or lake. This is a tried-and-true favorite.  You won't want to be 
without the BH Wire Body Pheasant Tail Nymph. 
 
I fish this fly by upstream about 45 degrees, followed by a quick upstream mend. As the fly 
drifts downstream, tension is put on its drift by the line and leader because the currents at 
the surface are always faster than below. The line and leader begin to belly downstream, 
pulling the fly out of that vertical lane, sweeping it across the current faster than the natural 
flow. 
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Recipe / Materials List 

Hook:   2X Nymph Hook TMC 5262 (sizes 10 - 18) 
Bead:   Tungsten Bead (appropriately sized) (color of choice) 
Underbead:   .15” Non-Toxic Solder 
Thread:   Ultra Thread 70 denier (color of choice) 
Tail:    Ringneck Pheasant Tail Fibers (color of choice) 
Abdomen:   UTC Ultra-Wire (size/color of choice) 
Thorax:   Peacock Herl (3 or 4 strands, twisted) 
Wingcase:   Ringneck Pheasant Tail Fibers (color of choice) 
Legs:   Ringneck Pheasant Tail Fibers (tips) (color of choice) 

 
Fly shown here materials 

Hook:   2X Nymph Hook TMC 5262 (sizes 14) 
Bead:   Olive Tungsten Bead (appropriately sized)  
Thread:   Olive Ultra Thread 70 denier  
Tail:    Ringneck Pheasant Tail Fibers 
Abdomen:   UTC Ultra-Wire size -Small 
Thorax:   Peacock Herl (3 or 4 strands, twisted) 
Wingcase:   Olive Ringneck Pheasant Tail Fibers  
Legs:   Olive Ringneck Pheasant Tail Fibers (tips)  

 
 
Instructions 

1. Installing an appropriately sized round gold tungsten bead onto your favorite 2X long 
nymph hook. Then, to give our nymph some added weight ensuring it sinks quickly 
when fished, we'll next add a good 10 to 12 tight-wound wraps of soft round non-toxic 
lead-free wire. Once wrapped, push our weighted underbody forward into the round 
Bead's machined counter-sunk rear, and then attach our tying thread snugly onto our 
hook.  
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2. Cut an even-tipped bunch of 6 to 10 notably long and well-marked Ringneck Cock 
Pheasant tail fibers.  Tie the tail fibers (with narrow pointy ends facing rearwards) 
firmly in place.  Allow the end of the fibers to extend over the bead past the front of 
the hook. Ensure your tail extends rearward about the same length as your fly's body. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Cut a length of olive wire about 8 or 10 inches long and tie it in at the front of the thread 
underbody on bottom of the hook. Wrap back over the wire to the base of the tails. 
Make several tight turns of thread coming forward from the bend to secure the wire. 
Keep these thread wraps as smooth as possible. Continue forward with the thread to 
the front end of the abdomen. 

 

4. Begin wrapping the wire forward from the hook bend in tight, concentric turns. 
Continue wrapping the olive wire forward to the end of the thread underbody. Tie the 
wire off at the front edge of the underbody with two tight turns of thread. Clip the 
excess. Cover the stub end with a few turns of tying thread. 
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5. With our tail and abdomen complete, we begin working on our thorax, wing case, and 
legs.  Take the previously extended Pheasant Tail fibers and pull them back toward 
the rear of the hook and wrap the fibers along the hook shank's top. 

 
 

6. Select five or six bushy peacock herls and trim their tips evenly. Tie the peacock in by 
its tips just behind the bead and wrap back over them to the base of the Thin Skin 
wing case. Return the thread to the back edge of the bead. Twist the herl to form a 
rope. 

 

7. Wrap the peacock herls forward in tight, concentric, non-overlapping turns to the back 
of the bead and tie them off with a couple tight turns of thread. Clip the excess peacock 
flush.  
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8. Select two sets of six pheasant tail fibers from the quill so their tips become even. Tie 
each set on each side of the peacock to form the legs. Clip the excess and return the 
thread to the front edge of the peacock. 

 

9. Pull the pheasant tail fibers firmly forward and tie our tie wing case off tightly behind 
our bead like shown, with a quick couple of snug-drawn turns of thread. 

 

10. Clip the butt ends of the pheasant tail as close to the bead as you can. Build a smooth 
thread head and whip-finish the thread. 
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