KLAMATH COUNTRY FLY CASTERS

OCTOBER 2013

NEWSLETTER
“My Favorite Fish”

Calendar

with Brian O’Keefe

October 15: KCFC meeting with
Brian O’Keefe
November 19: KCFC meeting
December 17: KCFC Christmas
Party

You will not want to miss the October 15th
meeting! Brian O’Keefe will give a presentation
called "My Favorite Fish.” His talk will include
about ten fish: tarpon, steelhead, golden dorado,
brown trout, etc., and his favorite places to catch
them: Alaska, Oregon, Chile, NZ, etc. Very
colorful, scenic and a little something for everyone!
Here is how Brian introduces himself:
“At my upcoming presentation in Klamath Falls, you will see how I combine a lifetime of fly fishing
photography, fly casting and a lot of serious fly fishing. I sold my first fly fishing photo when I was 16. That
was 42 years ago! In that time I was very busy trying to fish and photo as many interesting places as
possible. My angling travels have taken me to distant destinations like Tonga, Bikini Atoll, New Zealand,
Chile, Argentina, Kenya, Sierra Leone, Kashmir, England, Brazil, Nicaragua and many more. As much as I
like trips to the Bahamas, Belize, the Yucatan, etc, I am just as much a home water fisherman. Near my
home in Bend, Oregon I enjoy the Deschutes, the Crooked, the Metolius, the John Day and many lakes in
Central Oregon.
I have enjoyed a nice working relationship with many fly fishing magazines, plus
Outdoor Life, Field & Stream, Outside Magazine and many tackle catalogs, books
and websites.
Speaking of websites, my current project is Catch Magazine, a photo and video
driven on-line fly fishing magazine. Catch Magazine is at www.catchmagazine.net
and with Todd Moen, we produce a fly fishing visual experience I know you will
enjoy. Some people call it their Virtual Vacation.”
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THE KCFC MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Klamath Country Fly Casters, out of a vital interest in the sport
of fly fishing, do hereby join to promote fly fishing as a method of angling,
to encourage youth to learn this method of angling, and to promote and
participate in meetings to educate all persons in the many aspects of fly
fishing as a sport. We agree to make every effort to protect and improve
fishing resources in our area by encouraging the practice of catch and
release fishing of wild, native fish and by supporting fly fishing
organizations in other areas in the overall quest for improvement and
perpetuity of fishing resources.

Peg Edwards
edwrmed@aol.com
Treasurer

Terri Twyman
melterhowdy1@gmail.com
Secretary

Greg Bulkley
gbulkley@wildblue.net
Past President

Ralph Carestia
ralph.carestia@oit.edu
Board Member

Regular KCFC meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month, September
through May, at Elmer’s Restaurant, 3030 S. 6th Street, Klamath Falls.
Dinner starts at 6:00 with the meeting beginning at 7:00. Board members,
please be there at 5:00.

NEW CLUB MEMBERS
Please welcome our newest members of the club! Make sure to look
for them at our next meeting. Introduce yourself and welcome them
into our fly fishing family!
Please welcome John Ward, James Harmon, Steve Hilbert and Tim
McDermott!

John Hyde
yamsiranch@hughes.net
Board Member

Dick Siemens
resiemens@centurytel.net
Board Member
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COMMITTEES
Conservation: Greg
Bulkley
Education: Patrick
Stroup
FFF Liaison: Dale
Zemke
Fly Casting Events:
John Hyde
Fly Tying: Ralph
Carestia

Membership: Mark
Kelley
Mentoring: Dave
Biddison
Monthly Raffle: Peg
Edwards
Newsletter: Carol Ann
Meadows
Nominating: Dick
Siemens

Outings: Jim Ricks
Programs:
Social Events/Annual
Auction: Lois Krueger
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT, by Dale Zemke
Where did Fall go? It feels like we have jumped into winter. I drove
up to Crater Lake to take my sister and brother-in-law to lunch at
the lodge, and we found ourselves in a snow storm. But that is no
reason to not get out and wave sticks at fish. This can be a great
time of the year for fishing. Mark Kelley and I went up to the
Upper Williamson and had a nice day of fishing in a gorgeous
location. We are planning to venture into the Keno Stretch of the
Klamath River on the day after opening day. It will be the first time
I have been into that part of the Klamath and I thank Mark for
showing me how to get down there in one piece.
I recently sent out a copy of a packet called “Stream Keeper’s Guide
to a Successful Outing” to the membership email listing. I really
hope you have taken the time to read through it. If not, please do
so. I think it will give you a good feel for what an outing can be and
how it can be done without a whole lot of sweat and tears. As you
know I feel very strongly that there are many benefits to the Club by having outings that get members
together and onto water that they may or may not have fished before. It is the getting out together that is
important, along with the chance to catch some fish. Please feel free to discuss any thoughts you may have
about an outing location with me or Jim Ricks. I am oﬀering any help that I can provide to remove
obstacles or burdens in order to get some outings scheduled for this upcoming year.
The Board is also looking into having a “Progressive Raﬄe” this year as a test. Although not yet finalized,
we hope to have a very high end item - say something like a custom rod built to your specifications by Gary
Anderson - up to a $600.00 value, or something similar. We will sell tickets for the raﬄe until we have hit
a predetermined dollar benchmark, at which time a winning ticket will be drawn and the prize awarded. I
anticipate the tickets will probably be $5.00 each, or 5 for $20.00. The faster we hit the predetermined $$$
benchmark, the sooner the winning ticket is drawn. Tickets can be bought for yourself and/or friends and
family. If all goes well, tickets will go on sale at the November meeting.
The new Library cabinet is complete and it will be in the kept in the banquet room at Elmer’s Restaurant.
Expect to hear something of interest to our fly tyers from John
Krueger at the upcoming meeting and Greg will tell us about
his trip to the IFFF National Conference in West Yellowstone.
I will close with a reminder that annual dues are due on
October 1st and delinquent on November 1st, so if you have
not already paid, be sure to do so - see Mark Kelley at the
meeting or mail to the Club PO Box. A membership renewal
form is included in this issue. Also, if you have not already
done so, please fill out the information form for the Club
Membership Director y which is also included in this
newsletter.
With that I will look forward to seeing you on October 15th. Tight Lines!
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IN MEMORIAM
KCFC member Augie Corsini passed away on September 24th. He was a good friend to many of us
and will be missed.

CASTING CLINIC AT YAMSI RANCH
John Hyde is oﬀering a casting clinic at the Yamsi Ranch on Saturday, October 19th!
Led by John himself, Saturday morning will include casting instruction for all experience
levels on the Upper Williamson River. After lunch, there will be knot tying practice and
discussion of equipment selection and care. The rest of the day will be devoted to fishing!
Participants will put their new skills to good use, rounding out the day with dinner at the
Ranch.
The cost for the day, with lunch and dinner included, is $175 per person. There is a limit
of ten students, so contact John soon to reserve your place! You may reach him at:
Yamsi Ranch Fly Fishing
541 783-3008

THE PICTURE, by Tim Lancaster
They say a picture is worth a thousand words although I never believed it to be true until now.
I was fishing the North Fork of the Sprague with the smartest man I know. After all he was a professor of
surgery at one of the most prestigious universities in the country, John Hopkins. His surgical and technical
skills are hard to match. He has tremendous dexterity and is well versed at robotic surgery. Any instrument
that even comes close to his hands is quickly mastered. In addition to this, he owns his own trout farm, the
Black Drake Ranch, and that is where I am fishing.
We had fished a couple holes with only a few small fish when I came to the big pool. I worked my way
down the pool, had one fish on and one other take, but none landed. I cast long, at least long for the hardy
6’ 2 weight, and then turned to see how Greg was doing above me. I heard a gulp that immediately turned
my head. I tightened, he tightened, and he is big for a two weight. A tug of war ensued, and I was not sure
I could win. The fish went to the bottom of the pool and then back to the top. He surfaced and I realized
that it was a good fish. (Actually they are all good fish. To paraphrase Will
Rogers, I never met a fish I didn’t like.) Finally he tired and was at hand.
By this time Greg is beside me with his cell phone camera ready. I need
you to understand at this point that “smart phones” are not that smart, in
fact they are quite dumb. First oﬀ, they have cameras that point to the
front and back, second you can’t tell which one you are using. But keep in
mind I had a highly skilled surgeon taking this picture with his new smart
phone. Remember he has completed hundreds of microscopic surgeries.
So here is the picture Greg Bulkley took of my one-of-a-kind 18 or 19”
North Fork brown, beautifully and perfectly formed and colored. I think
I will send it to Bryan to carve it for me….
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TO NET, OR NOT TO NET, by Greg Madrigal of Sierra Nets
I’ll start by saying that there are some fly fishermen who scoﬀ at the notion of carrying a net, and rightly so in some
specific cases. There are also many great reasons to carry a net. We’ll explore the pros and cons of this oftentimes
misunderstood accessory. We’ll also cover some dos and don’ts of netting fish.
Cons To Using a Net:
Let’s begin with when you shouldn’t use a net. I have a fly fishing buddy who swears by not using a net. His technique
is to gently cradle the fish with one hand against his leg. Being that he only ever uses barbless flies, removing the hook
is a snap, and the fish is quickly on its way. This keeps the fish in the water, ideally with his mouth pointed into the
flow, and puts little stress on him. A quick lift provides a good photo opportunity, albeit a risky one if the fish decides
to buck. As you can imagine, it’s easier to get around without having a net slowing you down. They can fall oﬀ, drift
away, or get snagged at inopportune moments (This is why you always should have it tethered to your person) and have
you backtracking or paddling to recover it. I have done this and learned my lesson! A good net will cost you a few
dollars that you could potentially spend on other things.
Pros To Using a Net:
A net that is the right size, length, and material can be a blessing when you most need it. Carrying a net is really about
being prepared for the big one. Take last year for instance. My friend and I were on a Sierra Creek that was full of fat
15+ rainbows. Our guide had a large long-handled net that I made specifically for him and this type of fishing, so I
chose to travel light and leave mine in the car. Turns out, he went home early and I ended up hooking a 23” cutthroat.
The only net we had was a smaller version that my buddy was carrying downstream. The fish really didn’t fit in this
small net, but we were able to get his head in the net, and safely remove the hook. Then we clicked oﬀ a few photos
and released him safely. I doubt I would have gotten the shot if I hadn’t had a net, as he was barely hooked on the flesh
of the lip. A net allows you to revive the fish in the water without undue pressure caused by holding the fish. This may
also end up with him getting swept away in the current, or swimming away while still out of it and turning belly up
moments later. Here is the most important reason though, in my opinion, to carry a net. If one uses no net, it is likely
that he will have to play out the fish longer in order to get a solid grip on him. This is bad for the fish! During a fight,
lactic acid builds up in the fish’s muscles. A lengthy fight can kill a trout long after the supposed successful release.
This phenomenon is exacerbated by warm water and larger fish which tend to build up lactic acid faster and release it
slower. Next, it is likely that the fish will buck as soon as you touch it, and trout are notoriously diﬃcult to hold. Many
anglers, at this point, may even have the leader in their other hand. By doing this, you have removed the spring (your
rod) from the line, and it is likely the fish will break the tippet. He then swims away with your fly and possibly some
tippet in its mouth and you haven’t got a photo to even prove you caught it. There is nothing very good about this
scenario.
Things To Do:
Carry a net that can handle 90% of the fish on a given body of water.
Carry a “rubber” net that easily gives back your hooks, saving precious time preparing for your next fish. These types
of bags also dry with a quick shake and won’t remain smelling like the quarry.
Do leave the fish in the water and facing the current while removing hooks and taking pictures.
Wet your net and hand before ever touching a fish. This will preserve their slime coat, and therefore, their life.
Use barbless hooks or pinch down the barb. You will find you don’t lose any more fish so long as you keep a bend in the
rod. This will make it that much easier to remove the hook(s) form the fish and the net without damaging either or
your fly.
Always tether your net to your person.
Net the fish headfirst
Carry a nice looking wooden net. It makes for a much better photograph!
Things Not To Do:
NEVER lay a trout on grass or especially dirt/ sand even while in a net.
Don’t carry a net without it being tethered to your person.
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Reminder - Membership renewal time!
Membership renewals are due October 1st
2013 and overdue as of November 1st 2013
Mark Kelley will be at the door at the Oct. 15th meeting to receive membership
renewals. Please print and fill this out and give it to Mark with your payment. Or
mail to KCFC, P.O. Box 324, Klamath Falls, OR 97601. Dues are still $35.00 per
Family. Two adult voting members. Thank you!
International Federation of Fly Fishers Member: Yes:_______ No:_______

Name:______________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________
Email:_______________________________________________________
Telephone:___________________________________________________

International Federation of Fly Fishers Member: Yes:_______ No:_______

Name:______________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________
Email:______________________________________________________
Telephone:___________________________________________________

!
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KCFC MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY
It has been years since KCFC has had a membership directory, but Dale Zemke and Mark Kelley
are working to produce a new one. They ask that you return the form printed below. If you did
not fill out this form at the September meeting, please do so now and either or give it to Mark
Kelley at the October meeting or mail it to the KCFC, PO Box 324, Klamath Falls, 97601. Thanks!

Provide your name. All members will be listed by name in the Members
Directory. Only provide any other information that you want to have published in
the Members Directory. The information you choose to share, and ONLY that
information, will be included in the Directory.
Name: _________________________________________________
Optional Information:
Address: ________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Email Address: ___________________________________________
Telephone number(s):
Home: _____________________________________________
Cell Phone: _________________________________________
Other: _____________________________________________

!
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INDISPENSABLE FLIES, by Ralph Carestia
BEAD HEAD SOFT HACKLE PHEASANT TAIL
Soft hackle fly patterns can be used to catch trout under a
wide range of conditions on many trout streams. They are
usually fished dead drift or on the swing as a wet fly using a
dry fly line, since often the best depth is fairly shallow. The
soft hackle fly’s flowing hackle simulates the activity of
thrashing legs and beating wings when just below the
surface of the water and imitates emerging insects.

Materials:
Hook: !!
Bead:! !
Thread:!
Tail: ! !
Rib: ! !
Abdomen:!
Collar: !!

TMC 2487 emerger hook: size #12 - #16
Tungsten gold bead
8/0 or 6/0 in a color to match the body
6 pheasant tail fibers
Fine gold wire
6 pheasant tail fibers
Hen or partridge hackle in a color to match

Instructions:
Put appropriate sized gold tungsten bead on TMC 2487 hook (size 1/8 bead
on #12 hook). Wrap about 10 turns of lead-free solder and force into the
bead.

Start your thread behind the lead wire tapering your thread so the lead
doesn’t move on the hook. Now use crossing wraps over the lead wire and
finish oﬀ by building up thread behind the lead so it can’t slide back on the
hook. Tie in about six pheasant tail fibers to form a tail about the length of
the hook.

Tie in about six to eight pheasant tail fibers on the top of the hook with the
tips facing forward.

!

PAGE 8

KLAMATH COUNTRY FLY CASTERS

OCTOBER 2013

Tie in a piece of gold wire so the tip is where the lead wrap ends and tie in
the wire to the bend of the hook.

Wrap the pheasant tail fibers forward in closed wraps to the 60-percent
mark. Secure and trim the excess material.

Wrap the gold wire forward in the opposite direction of the pheasant tail.
This is called a counter-wrap and makes the fly more durable. Tie oﬀ the
wire at the 60 percent mark.

Tie in the hackle. Using your hackle pliers, control the hackle as you wrap it forward two to three turns.
Two turns will be about right to get maximum movement of all of the fibers.

Tie oﬀ the head neatly just behind the bead and whip-finish.

!
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TOP VIEW!
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BOTTOM VIEW
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